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is already affected, and his experiments also show that some subjects are very 
sensitive, in their ears, to the ingestion of this drug: He says, “Many 
instances have come under my personal observation in which a suppurative 
attack has been much intensified by its (quinine) employment, and where a 
chronic inflammation has been induced by the exciting influence, which, 
under more favorable circumstances, might have been readily arrested." He 
further urges that great care, in fact more care, be exercised in the use of 
this drug in subjects affected with subacute and chronic inflammations of the 
ear. In conclusion, Dr. Spencer propounds “ a question which is very perti¬ 
nent,” in view of the recent widespread epidemic of la grippe: “May not 
the frequent ear-complication in la grippe be due, at least in some measure, 
to the quinine treatment of this disease which is so much in vogue?"— 
Medical Fortnightly, 1892. 

A New Method of Making a Differential Diagnosis between 
Labyrinthine and Middle-ear Disease. 

Dr. Ludwig Jankan, of Zurich, presents in a preliminary communication 
the following means of determining whether the labyrinth or the middle ear 
is the seat of disease in some cases of deafness: In an observation of the phe¬ 
nomena in 104 cases of ear-disease, 68 of which were affected in the sound¬ 
conducting apparatus, and 36 in the sound-perceiving organ, he discovered 
that- in the cases of disease of the conducting apparatus, sound was con¬ 
ducted to his ear by means of a form of stethoscope connected with the 
patient’s ear more loudly through the more affected ear of the patient. He 
also found that in patients affected with disease of the sound-perceiving 
organ, sound was conducted to his ear more loudly from the less affected 
ear of the patient— Deutsche medicinische Wochenschrift , 1892. 
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Pityriasis Rubra Pilaris. 

Galewski, of Dresden {Brit. Journ . of Derm., September, 1892), considers 
this disease, which has been the subject of so much discussion recently, and 
concludes that: 1. The lichen ruber of Robinson and Taylor is the same as 
pityriasis rubra pilaris of Devergie, Richaud, and Besnier, and this disease 
includes the benign forms of lichen ruber acuminatus (Kaposi). 2. Pity¬ 
riasis rubra pilaris is an exfoliative hyper-keratosis, and must be carefully 
distinguished from lichen planus (Wilson). 3. The typical lichen ruber 
acuminatus (Hebra, Kaposi) is a disease sui generis. 4. That in any doubtful 
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case arsenic should be administered, and that the best local treatment is the 
application of salicylic acid ointment after prolonged baths, and chrysarobin 
ointment at intervals. 

Some Daggers of Contagion to which Physicians are Exposed. 

Prof. J. C. White (Boston Med. and Surg. Joum., February, 1892) directs 
attention to the numerous sources of contagion with which the medical 
man is liable to meet, more particularly lice, fleas, bed-bugs, tinea favosa, 
tinea tonsurans, malignant pustule, glanders, diphtheria, gonorrhoea, erysip¬ 
elas, and rarely actinomycosis. Of more interest is the danger arising from 
leprosy, tuberculosis in its varied forms, and syphilis. Proper washing of the 
hands and the disinfection of suspicious wounds should be taught and studi¬ 
ously practised by physicians and nurses. 

Treatment of Alopecia by Iodized Collodion. 

E. Chatelain, of Paris {Brit. Joum. of Derm July, 1892), gives thirty- 
four cases, arranged in three series, his paper consisting mainly of an account 
of the third series, on which alone he wishes to base his claims for the effi¬ 
ciency of the remedy. He is a firm believer in the microbic origin of the 
disease. The treatment consists in the periodic application of iodized collo¬ 
dion (0: 31) to the patches, and of some antiseptic to the rest of the scalp 
as a prophylactic. The remedy provokes a sensation of burning, smarting, 
or itching, which soon passes off. The collodion pellicle separates sponta¬ 
neously in a few days; if removed forcibly it epilates the patch. The aver¬ 
age duration of treatment was fifty-four days, the application being made 
every four or five days. 

Pedigdli Pubis upon the Scalp. 

I. Heisler (Archiv fur Derm. «. Syph., 1892, Heft 4) describes a case 
occurring in Etna’s clinic, Buda-Pesth, where this parasite was found upon 
the scalp, eyelashes, and eyebrows of a child with light hair, aged fourteen 
months. Scratching had been noted for two months before the cause was 
discovered. 

Does a Vesicular Form of Lichen Ruber Exist? 

Magnus Moller, of Stockholm (Nordiskt med. Arhiv, 1892, Bd. ii., Heft 
3), discusses the different varieties of lichen ruber, as the acuminatua, planus, 
obtusus, corn6, moniliformis, sclerosus, etc., and states that vesicles have been 
described in eight cases in literature (Unna, Edna, Cie3ar Boeck, Kaposi) § 
he himself also having observed one having a peculiar aspect. There wa3 
first noted a bright-red spot the size of a mustard-grain, not sharply defined, 
disappearing under pressure, and having no connection with the hair follicles. 
The following day the spot was larger, slightly infiltrated, raised, polygonal, 
non-umbilicated. Upon these little papules some very small, flat vesicles, 
analogous to those of miliaria, of a yellowish-white color, developed. In 
three or four days they dried up and formed dry, waxy scales, which detached 
themselves easily, leaving the epidermis dry. The disease improved under 
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arsenic, but some months later there was a relapse in the form of typical 
flat, glistening papules without vesicles or scales. Two years later recovery 
had occurred, but the dark pigmentation, so characteristic of lichen planus, 
remained. Moller considers that the diseases should bo grouped with the 
polymorphous dermatoses. 

Elastic Tissue of the Skin in Middle-aged and Elderly 
Persons. 

Dr. E. Sederholm ( Nordiskt medicinsH Arkiv, 1892, Bd. ii., Heft 3) gives 
an elaborate and complete article on thfe subject, with drawings. Allusion 
can only be made to some of the observations. In regard to the senile altera¬ 
tions of the elastic tissue, the author confirms the researches recently pub¬ 
lished by Schmidt ( Virchow's Archiv, 1891, Bd. cxxv). He, moreover, confirms 
the following facts: The elastic network of the excretory duct of the sudo¬ 
riparous glands becomes transformed into an elastic membrane, which may 
serve to explain, perhaps, the diminution in old persons of the secretion of the 
sweat glands. The smooth muscles attached to the fibrous sheath of the hair 
become inserted into the elastic network of the skin after the fall or atrophy 
of the hair. The amount of the elastic substance becomes increased in the 
interior and around the smooth muscles. The elastic sheath of the corpuscle 
of Meissner becomes more bulky and more solid. Around the central mass 
of the Pacinian body an elastic network formed of anastomosing circular 
fibres is met with, the first traces of which appear between the ages of forty 
and fifty. 

Dermatol as a Local Remedy. 

Werther (Deut. ijied. Wochenschr., No. 25, 1892) employed dermatol as a 
dressing in wounds with defective epithelium, burns, chronic ulcers of the 
leg, and opened carbuncles and phlegmons. In no case did the remedy, 
used in powder form, cause any injury to the wound or to the surrounding 
skin, nor in any case did it call forth systemic toxic effects, even where the 
wound was covered with a thick layer of the substance. The most striking 
results were noted in burns of the second degree, in which, after removal of 
the epidermis, the remedy was used as a dusting-powder, healing taking place 
rapidly, more so than with iodoform, and having the advantage over the 
latter in not being liable to produce poisoning. Excellent results were also 
obtained in chronic leg ulcers. 

Dermatol may, therefore, be recommended for its drying, astringent, and 
antiseptic properties, as well as for its being innocuous and free of odor. 

Keratosis Follicularis. 

Boeck (Brit. Joum. of Derm., September, 1892) describes four cases of this 
disease, known also and described by Darier as “ psorospermose folliculaire 
vC'gGtante.” Three of the cases occurred in one family, the disease in the 
father beginning at the age of sixteen, and in the two sons at the ages of 
eleven and eight Two of the cases were perseveringly treated without per¬ 
manent benefit. The scalp, forehead, axillm, groins, the lower part of the 
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abdomen, the spinal regions, and the backs of the hands and feet, were the 
regions especially afTected. The general health was good. The microscopic 
examination shows, as Boeck maintains, that the disease is a hyperplasic one 
of the epidermis, with the premature and irregular keratosis of the cells, 
observed especially in the interpapillary processes of the epidermis and at the 
orifices of the hair follicles, but rarely around the openings of the sweat 
glands. Boeck considers particularly the large round cells described by 
Darier as coccidia, abundant in the altered epidermis, and believes that they 
are only epidermic cells which have undergone abnormal keratosis with hyper* 
trophy, the nucleus being traceable in most of them. The same opinion is 
held concerning the smaller round or oval homogeneous bodies contained in 
the epidermic crusts, called by Darier “grains.” The likeness between the 
supposed coccidia and the peculiar bodies found in molluscum contagiosum 
is illusory, the latter being manifestly within the cells, while the former are 
really not intra-cellular. 

The affection much resembles some forms of warts, and may be regarded 
as allied more to verrucosis than to any other well-known disease. 

Plasters in the Treatment of Skin Diseases. 

Brocq ( Journ. of Cut. and Oen.-urin. July, 1892) considers the medi¬ 
cated plasters, which have been perfected by the well-known apothecaries of 
Paris, Vigier and Cavailles. The usual excipient used is lanolin and elastic 
gum dissolved in benzine. The diachylon plaster may also be employed as 
an excipient in many cases, and particularly in mercurial preparations, on 
condition that it has been recently prepared. The simple plaster of the 
French Codex, to which is added a little dextrine, may be used for oxide of 
zinc, employed to protect the skin from friction and traumatism. Cod-liver 
oil plasters are useful in tl^e prurigo of Hebra, to whicfi a little menthol or 
naphthol may be added. Those of salicylic acid, 5 to 10 per cent., especially 
combined with green soap or pyrogallol, are efficacious in the hyper¬ 
keratoses; the “red plaster’’ of Vidal, in ecthyma, impetigo, furuncles, 
suppurating folliculitis, and dry eczema; the phenicated plaster mixed with 
the biniodide, and the ichthyol and sulphur plasters in acne; resorcin, or 
resorcin and creasote, and salicylic acid and creasote plasters in lupus; oil of 
cade, pyrogallol and chrysarobin plasters in psoriasis; and chaulmoogra plas¬ 
ters in lepra. 

Cure of Rodent Ulcer by Pyoktanin. 

Dr. von Schlen, of Hanover (Brit. Journ. of Derm., July, 1892), gives the 
case of a man, aged seventy, with an ulcerating tumor the size of a dime on 
the right cheek, which was hard and bossy and extended almost to the bone. 
The diagnosis of carcinoma was confirmed by the microscope. Resorcin 
plasters and powder had failed. Pyoktanin was applied pure to the sore, and 
also injected into it—this treatment being excessively painful at first. Aftor 
five days the secretion considerably diminished and the tumor flattened. In 
a month the ulcer was much reduced, and the hardness had disappeared. 
At the date of presenting the patient to the Medical Society the lesion was 
reduced to a faintly colored stain with a slightly elevated border. 
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Thilanine ik Eczema. 

Saalfeld (Therap. MonaUhefic, Nov. 1892) speaks well of this mildly- 
stimulating remedy in some cases of eczema and in the superficial inflam¬ 
mations. It has the advantage of not producing irritation. It is obtained 
by the action of sulphur upon lanolin, contains three per cent, of sulphur, 
has a yellowish-brown color, and is of the consistence of lanolin. 

Paget’s Disease of Nipple Treated with Fuchsin. 

Geo. J. Elliott [Joum. of Cut. and Gen.-urin Dis., July, 1892) obtained 
favorable results with an ointment of fuchsin, three or four grains to the 
ounce of equal parts of lanolin and cold-cream ointment. It is not brought 
forward as a curative agent, but as a remedy which stays the progress of the 
disease, relieves the itchiDg and soreness, aids cicatrization, and is useful 
where operative interference is not permissible. 

Trichloracetic Acid in Skin and Genital Diseases. 

A. Lakz (Archiv fur Derm. u. Sj/ph., Heft 4, 1892) speaks highly of the 
value of this substance as an application in papillomata, warts, pigment spots, 
and in chronic and papillomatous urethritis. It is almost painless, and, using 
caution, does not scar appreciably. 
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Sarcoma of the Choroid. 

Drs. Thomas Reid and A. Maitland Ramsay report ( Glasgow Med. 
Joum., vol. xxxviii., No. 3) unusual cases of sarcoma originating within the 
eye. Reid’s two cases were both of them marked by degenerative changes in 
one part of the tumor, with the development of new-formed tissue in another 
portion. One of these cases had developed within a year, and the other was 
of six years’ standing. The latter terminated with secondary growths in the 
abdomen, and death a few months after the enucleation of the globe. Ram¬ 
say’s case was also of six years’ duration, and the tumor had been evident 
outside the eyeball by the end of the second year. At the time of removal it 



